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Message from a Colleague
The White Face of Corona Virus

Welcome to the 21stissue of the 5t volume of the
President's News Digest.

In this issue Mr. Mot Nassar , Assistant
Director Admin and Finance Directorate will address
the subject of “ The White Face of Corona Virus”

There is no doubt that the Corona virus killed the small village called the world.
It is difficult to determine what it is; however, it is a reality for the inhabitants of
Earth. It affects, Kills and forces isolation without considering old or young, rich
or poor, and it does not distinguish between the educated and the ignorant. But
wait! Considering the above, didn’t we say that it is a reality? And does not every
reality have two sides - black and white? So, does the Corona virus have a white
face?

Email: Hesssa.almeraisi@asu.edu.bh
T: +973- 16036161

Firstly, let us agree that every calamity is a lesson that is recorded in history
books to allow future generations to learn from. This is the first benefit, not only
for history teachers, but for different scientific fields to learn and adapt to the
changing environment in which we live. We are now passing through a time that
our grandchildren will talk about in the same way that our ancestors talked
about era of the plague and the time of the great world wars.

Mrs.Hessa Al Meraisi
Manager of President’s Office
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e This period of time, which could be referred to as the Corona time, has taught

us the importance of humanity and the weakness of the human race in the face
of disease. In addition, this ordeal has brought family members closer to each
other as they remain indoors to stay safe. Furthermore, the current crisis has
taught the whole world the importance of personal hygiene and good behavior
in while in direct communication with others. Are not these white faces of this
scourge?
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Through this time of uncertainty, a new chapter has been established in the
world of academics. Not so long ago, distance education and the use of
technology to deliver teaching was a little-used medium and in many cases was
frowned upon by some educators.

Interview with Al

Now technology has come to the rescue of academics, as students around the
world remain confined to their homes. The old ways and mind-sets have been
forced out as technology has been put in place to allow educators to deliver
their lessons. These new tools and practices have forced a sudden change
which might have taken much longer were it not for the rapid spread of the
Corona virus. We have suddenly reached a stage of necessity to adapt and
change our thinking on a national, institutional and personal level in order to be
more technologically savvy. A new digital revolution has been forced upon us,
one caused by Corona virus. Isn't this a white face also?

i) pgled

| doly

APPLIED SCIENCE UNIVERSITY

)l guleill | wlas (15 dasizs
Accredited by the Higher Education Council

L

Mr. Mohammad Nassar
Assistant Director of
Admin and Finance
Directorate

Mr.Mohammed Joined
ASU since 2017 as
Assistant Director of
Admin and Finance
Directorate and Aca-
demic Staff in Depart-
ment of Public Law.
Holding an LL.M from
University of Reading in
the United Kingdom. His
15 years’ career life are
a mix of voluntary, part
time and fulltime jobs.



This situation is a realistic, actual and universal test to measure the teacher’s ability to export education, knowledge and skills in new
forms in a short space of time. This is a benefit to the world of academics.

This period of time is a real lesson to humankind. We see heightened cooperation and the coming together of people within their re-
spective countries, communities and institutions to overcome the difficult situation in which we find ourselves. Relationships have
improved and a new digital era has arrived. Despite the terrible effects of the Corona virus, it has also brought with it some benefits.

The coronavirus: Impact and Implications

The coronavirus has spread in more than 155 countries with nearly 308,592 cases and 13,069 deaths.
( Statistics was at 10:55 am on March 22nd ).However, no one can predict the impact of the coronavirus on
the global economy. Some economists have quoted financial losses in figures of up to 3 trillion dollars so far.
The sectors and businesses, which have been badly impacted, are the airlines, the travel industry, the tour-
ism industry, the hospitality industry, restaurants and hotels, cinemas, entertainment activities, and exhibi-
tions and conferences. Cineworld, which owns more than 700 cinemas in 11 countries, issued a warning in
its half-year results that, in its worst-case modelling they may lose up to three months' revenue. Sectors,
which are benefitting include pharmaceuticals, anti bacterial materials, masks and sanitisers manufacturers, Written By

food delivery, e-commerce, technology and especially distance learning systems. A global recession could  pyofessor Ghassan Aouad
The President of Applied
Science University

happen if manufacturing is badly affected. Stock markets and oil prices are tumbling down and this could
add to the economic worries.

The education and higher education sectors have been affected badly by the closure of schools and
universities across the globe. However, this could bring an opportunity to truly embrace the distance learning
and online learning models. The social media generation is well equipped with the right skills and knowledge
to grasp the opportunities. This sector has no choice but to accept change and adopt new approaches to
learning and teaching for the benefits of students. It is also of crucial importance for universities and schools
to develop clear policies and guidelines for online teaching. Staff development in this area should also be
given a special attention. Some links are provided at the end of this article covering policies and guidelines

On a positive note, the work of Bahrain’s leadership and Government in dealing with the coronavirus and
especially that of HRH the crown prince has been commended by the World Health Organisation and many
health experts from across the globe. The Kingdom of Bahrain has introduced stringent measures to deal
with the coronavirus and earned the respect of the world by being committed, transparent and honest from
the very start. We should all be proud that Bahrain’s work is an exemplar for other nations in dealing with a
situation of such difficulty. May God protect our Kingdom and its leaders and people and May God help all of
us to control the coronavirus and go back to the pleasant Corona free good days. Praises should go to the
Ministry of Health and health sector workers including doctors, nurses, and managers who are doing a lot of
sacrifices in order to keep Bahrain safe.

At ASU, many colleagues are working hard to keep the University safe. | am grateful for all their efforts. The
guidelines and awareness messages issued by HR and other divisions have made a big difference. We have
to remain extra vigilant in order to sail through this very difficult situation. The most important thing is that
our students are taught remotely in order to help them complete their semester successfully.
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Educational Perspective
What are the advantages of visiting the library regularly?

to know, is the location of the library.” \
Albert Einstein

“The only thing that you absolutely have (Q ;\‘

Love of reading is an internal feeling that grows with people, especially in the early years of life. It is our respon- ) }
sibility as instructors to encourage our sons and daughters to read and learn at the library. Libraries include
many things in addition to books and that is why we should focus as much as possible in explaining to our stu- ' Written By

dents the advantages of visiting the library regularly. LMer&Efg:zah Ramadan

When our students visit the library, they can find books about the old time in the archives. Such data will not be
available everywhere and it only exists in good libraries.

When our students visit the library, they can meet good librarians who can assist them in finding the proper data
to complete the assignments that we ask them to do.

When our students visit the library, they can use the proper tools under the guidance of the librarians and they
can reach deep information which is generally important as supplementary for their studies and research.

When our students visit the library, they can find a variety of books. Actually, libraries include endless numbers
of books that are vital for writing research.

When our students visit the libraries, they can find free computers and internet and this helps them to reach
more information. This means that our students will be able to reach digital information and complete their as-
signments.

When our students visit the library regularly, they support their learning by taking courses in the library itself and
some courses help them to get a degree in certain fields.

When our students visit the library, they feel that they are increasing their knowledge regularly, and this this
encourages them to continue with their studies.

When our students visit the library, they work in a quiet atmosphere. They can do their homework without any
disturbances and focus on their studies. In addition to that, they feel that they are doing something which is
useful for their studies that will reflect positively on their future.

Our students can meet qualified people in the library who can help them to choose the right books for the topics
that they want. In addition, they can find other students who can recommend good books for them to read that
are related to the subjects that they study together.

There is no doubt that our students feel different and encouraged to learn when there are other people round
them who are reading and interested in knowledge. They keep visiting the library regularly and encouraged to
read more and more.

Education is getting rather expensive everywhere and when our students enter the library, it's free and they do
not have to pay anything.
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Libraries teach our students to learn English language. Many students meet in the library and they discuss the lessons of the English
language. They interact with each other and they try to benefit from each other. In addition to that, students can find periodicals in the
English Language in addition to audio books. There are multi lingual books that are with a great value to children as well as to adults who
are interested in learning the language.

Many English language teachers ask students to take English tests at the library. This helps them very much to improve their standard in
English and do much better in their academic life.

Libraries help in fighting against misinformation and they help the students to reach the truth. Students will have enough ideas related to
facts and not confused with certain ideas that mislead them.

When our students are sitting together, they are very much connected to each other. Undoubtedly, this is a very useful factor for education.
They interact with each other and they ask each other certain questions about everything. They repeat the academic data and they understand it
from different approaches.

When we are teaching our students in the casses, we focus on certain matters that are vital for our courses but, in libraries there is a world, full
world of information related to what we teach and much more.

Libraries are always upgraded with new books and data. This is really useful for the students if they are looking for new information and will
help to broaden the views of our students over the subjects that we teach them at the university.

If our students are interested in reading literature books, this will help them to develop their emotions and mentality. Also, this will help them
to broaden their thinking and to get more experiences in life. They will know much more about their own culture and the cultures of different
countries. They will interact with people from different societies and understand their way of thinking and their education.

I will end my article with this quote from “Role Models” by John Waters

He loved libraries. Nowhere else in the world felt so safe and homey. Nowhere else smelled like books and dust and happy solitude quite like
a library did.""
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Volume 5, Issue 21

Interview with Alumnus
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Interviewed By: Mrs. Noora Musalam, Manager of Career Development & Alumni Affairs Office, Deanship Of Student Affairs
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Quote of the Week

“The greatest contribution of a leader is to make other leaders.”

- Simon Sinek
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